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Calder Valley Steiner School – General Information for Parents

Introduction

The following gives practical information for parents with children in Class 1 and higher.  For detailed information about the education we offer, all parents are encouraged to read the document, ‘CVSE Curriculum Information for Parents’ which is available as a download from our website, or on request.  

Over the last two decades a group of people have been working to establish Steiner Waldorf Education in the Calder Valley.  We have a thriving Kindergarten for children aged 3 to 6 at our beautiful home in the Old Sunday School, St. John in the Wilderness in Cragg Vale, Hebden Bridge. In our Kindergarten, we offer between 3 and 5 mornings per week, depending on the age of the child.  We also operate Parent and Child groups in both Hebden Bridge and Cragg Vale.  In September 2011 we became officially registered as an Independent School and are now able to offer a full-time Steiner Waldorf education for children once they leave the Kindergarten.  
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We are a limited company as well as being a registered charity.  Our organisation is an association called Calder Valley Steiner Education (which runs Calder Valley Steiner School) which is open to all who support the aims and ideals of Steiner Education. All parents and friends are members of the association, CVSE.  
The CVSE Structure

Each parent will find their own way of meeting the approach we are offering.  We will provide a secure caring homely environment where your child can grow and learn.  We hope you will all find support and encouragement here and that your child will find a bridge between home and the world beyond. You will certainly find that many others share our aspirations, and together we form a worldwide fellowship through the Steiner Waldorf school’s movement.  
We hope that both you and your child will make new friends. WELCOME!
Practical Matters
Admissions

All new children will have a 6 week “Settling–In” period. This is a trial period for both the child and the Class.  

Each new child comes to the school on the basis of half a term’s trial. If at the end of this time the child has not settled, they may be asked to leave. It is also possible that a half term’s trial may be extended if the teachers deem it appropriate. If the child has been at the school longer and a problem arises, every effort will be made with parent support to reintegrate the child into the group. However, if necessary, the child may be asked to leave.

Class 1 is for children aged 6 rising 7.  (Our Kindergarten is open to children aged three and over whose parents feel they are ready to take the next step towards independence). Admission is by a visit to the school, conversation with school administration, application form to be completed, and meeting with the class teacher. During the meeting, the member (or members) of staff will speak with the parent (or parents) to discuss the child's readiness and individual needs and explain in more detail the education we offer.  There will also be meetings with the bursar.
We like to take a child history to enable us to become more familiar with your child. At a later date we like to visit the child at home. This helps to bridge the gap between School and home.
If your child has been through a Steiner Kindergarten we have an automatic entry policy.
Parent and Child Groups
For many parents, their first contact with the school and Steiner Education is through the Calder Valley Steiner Parent and child Groups.  These meet between 10am and 12 am on, Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays, Thursdays at the Rudolf Steiner Centre, Machpelah Works, Station Road, Hebden Bridge.  Machpelah Works is the small mill sandwiched between the main Halifax Road and the Canal, adjacent to the road leading to the train station.  Use the door by the pelican crossing.  

On Monday, the Parent and Child group meets at the main school site in Cragg Vale.

For further details contact Sally Wilson on 07904 052816
Fees

For full details on the fee structure, follow the “Fee Information” tab on the Calder Valley Steiner School website (www.caldersteiner.org.uk). Or discuss with our Bursar/School Manager.
All fees must be paid on time and in line with the school policy on the website “Non-payment of fees Policy”; unpaid fees may result in your child needing to leave the school.

Special Educational Needs

Calder Valley Steiner School considers all children to be special and that every child has individual needs.  Calder Valley Steiner School admits children with special educational needs whenever this is possible given the nature of the building we are in at the moment and the needs of the whole group. Every endeavour will be made to accommodate the physical, emotional, social, intellectual and spiritual needs of each child. The teachers are committed to developing their expertise in this area by attending training courses and seeking help to improve their practice.
For further information please see the CVSE SEND policy.
Safeguarding Children

The welfare of the child is of paramount consideration in all protective action. Suitable procedures will be followed to ensure prompt and effective help to children who may be in danger of abuse or neglect; Keeping children safe in education, 2018.  The School has a safeguarding policy based on the LEA area Safeguarding Children Board’s interagency procedure. The local Safeguarding Children Board’s document Guidance for Registered Childcare Providers on Safeguarding Children and Child Protection- a guide to procedure and practice for all professional staff who work with children. 
The School has a designated lead and a deputy for child protection who works with the Calderdale Local Safeguarding Children Board Child Protection Liaison Officer (Tel 01422 392514). Our safeguarding lead is Kate Lunn – School Manager.
The school has Safeguarding Policies available for teaching staff, visitors and parents which include general information, signs of abuse, PREVENT and online safety.

· Our Child Safeguarding policy is available as a download from our website
· All policies are available for parents to look at in the school office at all times
· The school adheres to guidelines within Keeping children safe in education, 2018
· The school will provide you with written advice on online safety

What to bring for your child

All year: plimsolls/pumps indoor shoes. Waterproofs and wellies.  A spare set of pants, socks, and “bottoms”, e.g. trousers or leggings/tights.  
Winter: Warm outdoor clothes, Wellington boots, hat, gloves.
Summer: Sunhat and sun cream.

Packed Lunches

Children will be expected to bring their own packed lunch.  We believe good nutrition is very important, and therefore encourage all parents to conform to the following guidelines: 

Yes: wholemeal/granary/rye bread; fruit, salads, other whole grains, yogurt, rice/oat cakes, home bakes.  

No: white bread (if possible); crisps; biscuits/sweets.  Also, please no cakes or sugary drinks.  

For Break: Hand held items such as fresh fruit. Nuts, seeds.    

Dress Code

It is important that children wear warm clothes appropriate to the time of year.  It is especially important that they are kept warm around their “middle” (e.g. they are well “tucked in”).  As regards children’s clothing generally, we encourage parents to ask themselves what encourages good social relations and healthy development. We request that children do not wear clothes that are dominated by logos. These can be frightening or off-putting or simply playing into the hands of the clothing industry by creating demand for their brand as early as possible in children’s lives. Please choose clothing that is suitable (i.e. warm enough for our outside time) and pleasant for everyone else to look at (monster images really do have an impact on behaviour!) 
 Attendance

Once your child has reached the age of 5 they must be in regular schooling therefore, any absences and lateness must be recorded in line with the School Inspection Service standards (SIS). It is important that if your child is absent you provide the school with an explanation of their absence. If you want to take your child out of school during term time, you must put in a written request to the College of Teachers with an explanation of circumstance.
Home School Agreement

Now your child is 6 they are, obliged to be in full time education. The recommendation for time in education means 21.5 hours of teaching time for children (5+).

In Steiner Waldorf Education, the child only begins what we call ‘formal education’ (school) when they are 6+ years old, and until that time they remain in the Kindergarten.  We have a cut-off date for school entry, which is that the child should be 6 before (31st August) of the year in which they are to enter our school.  There is in our case some leeway, (particularly for summer born children) and school readiness assessments are completed which will enable the teachers and parents to discuss those children who are border-line.  
For children who do not attend the required weeks of term due to the fact that they go on holiday in term time, or are consistently late, or miss a day here and there consistently, they will sign to sign a home school agreement which means that you agree to ‘home educate’ your child for the hours which they are not attending in school. 
Sickness

Parents must notify the class teacher if your child is ill. Please do not bring your child if they are unwell and allow 24 hours to pass after a high temperature, diarrhoea or vomiting have abated before they come back to school. If in doubt please check with the staff. 

Continued absence (below 94%) will need to be discussed with the class teacher, in line with the absence policy.

It is a parent responsibility to notify the school before 9am if your child will be absent from school.

Accidents

Minor accidents are dealt with at school.  Accidents are recorded and parents informed of the measures taken to ensure the well-being of the child. The staff have paediatric first aid training.

Bringing and collecting children

The school day – drop off at 8.45am for a 9.00am start of lessons. 
Finish times – 3.00 pm (For all classes with the exception of Class 1)

NB Class 1 will build up over the course of a year to the full days, information about the earlier pickups will be shared with you on admission to the Class.

  It is important that the children arrive on time so that they can experience the whole Morning Lesson.  Children arriving late cause considerable disturbance to the rhythm and flow of the lesson.  Continued lateness will be discussed with parents in line with policy. 
Children must be collected by a parent or a named person with parental consent (preferably written). In the case of separated or divorced parents, custody should be made clear in writing.  

Parking and Public Transport

Public Transport.  There is a public bus connection to Church Lane. Bus times currently coincide well for both the beginning and end of the school day.  
Parking at St Johns - Please do not park or drop children off on the lane at the entrance to the School.  The lane is not owned by the school, it is a private lane. The farmers need a wide space and we need to respect that some local residents don't want traffic, even by the entrance of the lane. Parking is best at the far side of the Hinchliffe Arms pub.  You may park in the pub car park to drop off and collect your child. 
Some more formal things

Parental Responsibility

Under the Education Act 1996/Children’s Act 1989, the teachers need to be aware of changes in the status between parents/carers and who is responsible on a day-to-day basis for each child. We therefore ask to be kept informed of any changes in the home situation of the child.

Staff
The teaching staff are trained as Steiner Waldorf teachers and/or as main-stream teachers.  They undertake other on-going training and keep up to date with courses on subjects such as paediatric First Aid and Health and Safety, Multiculturalism, Safeguarding Children and Special Needs. 
Monitoring Children's Progress

We pay careful attention to each child's progress in order to be aware of his or her needs and provide continuous support whilst they are with us. We are always available to discuss any concerns that you may have about your child. Confidential records are kept noting observations of each child in various situations (no tests are carried out). The assessment methods and criteria reflect the philosophy and educational approach of Steiner Waldorf education. These are available to parents to discuss at any time with the teacher.  All parents will receive a full end-of-year report and a portfolio of your child’s work. 
The question of religion in Calder Valley Steiner School, and in Steiner Waldorf Schools generally.
Calder Valley Steiner School, like other early years centres, schools and organisations of the Steiner Waldorf Schools’ Fellowship, offers a wide and varied curriculum that aims to address the human potential of each child, practically, socially and academically, as well as morally and spiritually.  The teaching methods and ethos of our school thus includes a religious dimension via the celebration of seasonal, religious or cultural festivals (frequently in the form of activities for all those involved in the school community), supported throughout the year by age-appropriate stories, verses and imagery within the classroom and school as a whole.  In the UK, Christian tradition provides a background for this religious dimension. The expression of this, however, is non-denominational and non-sectarian.  Steiner Waldorf educator’s worldwide work with principles and an educational philosophy that recognises key qualities of reverence towards the spiritual, respect for human beings and responsibility towards the natural world.  These qualities are present both within the kindergarten and the first years of more formal education within the school.  The Religion Lesson, as a subject lesson in its own right, begins only in Class 3, where the focus is often on the importance of moral values, perseverance in the face of adversity, and the biographies of specific individuals.  Thus, both religious education and the more general religious aspect of school life can support the religious and cultural forms children derive from their families and communities (whether Christian or other), while providing them with the means to make individual, mature choices as they grow towards adulthood.  Within this, individual teachers will then make their own decisions as to what they think is appropriate and nurturing for their particular class.  If you have any questions regarding this aspect of the education, please feel free to discuss them with the Class Teacher or Kindergarten Teacher.  
British Values

How does Calder Valley Steiner School promote British Values?
At Calder Valley Steiner School, we support the children in our care to grow naturally into confident, well-balanced, self-disciplined and considerate individuals who are aware of their responsibilities within a community.  This includes promoting British values and furthering tolerance in a transparent and balanced way, while preparing students to become valued members of society when they reach adulthood.  In keeping with the Steiner Waldorf Curriculum generally, issues relating to the wider culture in which we live will always be taught in an age-appropriate way.  This and other related issues are addressed in the chapter ‘The Nature of Culture and Multiculturalism in Waldorf Schools’ by Dr Jeffrey Kane in Waldorf Education.  A Family Guide (Michaelmas Press: Amesbury, MA, 1995).  This may be taken as a guide for teachers, where the author suggests that, ‘teachers should bring stories, myths, histories, ideas, insights and religions from each culture, from Africa, from Asia, from South America, from Europe from all over the world into their teaching.  They should do so to the extent these resources reveal some aspect of our humanity, an aspect of our humanity that teachers believe is ready to be revealed to students at their particular stage of development.  Each culture is like a light, not a full spectrum of light, but a limited spectrum of light.  And each culture reveals a different aspect of ourselves and of humanity.  Each teacher has to ask, “What aspect or aspects of their humanity are my students ready to explore?”  And might find that it is an aspect that is best expressed by African literature, or by Middle Eastern history, or by Buddhist religious beliefs.  Each culture presents a limited spectrum, and the teacher’s job is to determine what spectrum to bring to the students so that they may observe their own humanity in a new way.  If Waldorf education is successful, the student receives a full spectrum of light, a full, rounded perspective of herself or himself as a human being.’
Parent Participation and Support

We like to include the parents as well as the children in our work.  Calder Valley Steiner Education is registered as a limited company and has charitable status. All parents automatically become members of the Association (though they may choose to opt out) with voting rights.  Regular meetings take place between the 
Parental contribution

As a school we aim to keep our fees as affordable as possible to allow as many children from many walks of life to attend. This does mean however, that we require the support of parents in the upkeep of the school and fundraising.

Cleaning. The cleaning of the building is maintained Monday-Thursday by a housekeeper. However, on a Friday parents are required to take it in turns to clean an area in the school. This helps to keep costs low and also ensures parents are part of the team that keeps the school looking beautiful and clean for their children.

The cleaning rota can be found on the school weekly newsletter.

Fundraising. Fundraising is an essential part of generating income to enable us to keep school fees low, and we ask that all parents give their time to contribute to fundraising events that happen throughout the year.

General upkeep/maintenance. There are times throughout the year that the building may need some general maintenance i.e. a lick of paint or gardening. We also have a work week during the 6-week break, this is a time when we prepare the building for the start of the new term in September.

During this week, we ask that all parents contribute their time and their skills to ensure that the building is at its best for the start of the new year so children can learn in a beautiful environment.

PTA. This is a group that any parent can join and be part of the more help the better.

*If you have any skills to offer that would be beneficial to the school please let either the Kindergarten teacher or the office know

There is a yearly calendar with all the term dates, as well as dates of major festivals and other events.  This is available from the website.  Parents are always encouraged to attend these.  Some events are for the school only, but many, such as our Advent and Summer Fairs, are major events that are both fundraisers for the school, and important ways in which we make ourselves known to the wider community.  

There are regular Parents’ Meetings ( 1 per term) when parents can meet with teachers for discussion, questions and to share news on what the children have been doing.  

Library.  We have a small number of books on Steiner Education, Crafts, Seasonal activities, Child health etc. to loan out.  These are in the school, please ask in the office if you would like to borrow one.
There is a weekly school newsletter detailing all these events and other news. We also have a Notice Board with information and dates for your diary. We hope that we can grow as a community around this work providing a strengthening experience for the children and for each other.  

Parental Support in the home

In keeping with our philosophy of supporting positive behaviour, we ask that parents agree to support us by considering the appropriateness of toys and clothing available to your child.  Ready-made plastic toys, for example those depicting TV characters, tend to produce a more rigid thinking in a child because they cannot readily be transformed into anything else.  Electronic games, weapons, cartoon or superhero images and their actions are not considered helpful in social integration and may work actively against what we are doing in the school.  We ask parents to encourage us in this attitude, not in a dogmatic way, but perhaps beginning to think about the effects of TV. 

We acknowledge that all children learn from their environment through the sense impressions they receive from their imitation of what they experience around them. We feel that watching television is not an appropriate experience for either the kindergarten or lower school aged child. It does not encourage meaningful movement, nourish a child's need for a variety of rich sense impressions, or provide appropriate role models.  We find that television does not support positive behaviour in the school and ask for your thoughtful consideration.  
Guidelines for Supporting Positive Behaviour

All children learn and grow in their understanding of socially appropriate and desirable behaviour.  Throughout the school the teachers continually work with social behaviour by endeavouring to be role models worthy of imitation. The variety and sequencing of our daily activities build a rhythm into our days that provides a comfortable knowing of what to expect that further contributes to our intention to support positive behaviour.

As children work and play, the teachers will always seek to encourage reverence, respect and care of self, others, and the environment.  However, most children experience some social difficulties at some time in their development and each situation is unique. There are many ways the teachers will help children to integrate better into the class group. They might:
1.  Redirect the child to a new focus or activity.
2.  Gain the child's attention with a look, gesture or word to make him or her aware of their observations.
3.  Remove the child from the situation and engage him or her with an adult led task. This stops the inappropriate behaviour, refocuses the child's attention, and enables them to calm down. When appropriate the child returns to the group.
4.  If the disruption continues, the child may be kept inside for a short time to help tidy or prepare for story while the others go out to play. After a while they may join the others outside.  

If the behaviour of a child requires more attention than can be achieved by the daily efforts described above, other means may be implemented to ensure the most positive experience for the child, classmates, and group as a whole.  Approaches for consideration when behaviour of a child is disruptive and/or there is a cause for general concern, might be:
      1. Parent notification.
2.  Teacher review on a regular basis (daily and/or weekly).
3.  Discussion with parents, teachers and child where appropriate.
4.  Begin a "child study" in weekly teacher’s meetings.
5.  Implementation of an action plan to target a particular problem or concern.
6.  Recommendation to consult with other professionals for help and support.

Other Information

Equal Opportunities Statement

Our School recognises and has regard for each child's religious persuasion, ethnic origins and cultural and linguistic background, so that each child is valued as an individual without racial or gender stereotyping. Our children will be helped to develop positive self- identity and to value and accept all cultural and ethnic groups through our resources and activities such as celebrating festivals from different cultures.

Grievance procedure

In the event of a complaint by a parent or member of staff please contact the teacher or School Manager. All complaints will be treated in confidence. Names and addresses of the trustees and the OFSTED Department to which we are responsible are displayed on the notice board in the school entrance.  Contact details are also given below.

Our full Complaints Policy and Procedure is available for inspection in the school office.

Contacting the School

The Class Teacher is generally available to speak to parents at school between 3.15 and 6.00pm each weekday either on their mobile phone or in person by arrangement. We are careful to avoid discussing children within their hearing!  The School telephone number is 01422 882071.  This number is not always staffed, but you can leave a message.   

Applications should be made to the School’s Manager (Kate Lunn) 

The school’s postal address is:
Calder Valley Steiner School 
Church Bank Lane
Cragg Vale
Hebden Bridge
HX7 5TF

You can also e-mail the school – caldersteiner@gmail.com
Other Contact Details 

Trustees
Richard Bunzl:01422.846867

Marilyn Edwards:01422 885249

Rory O’Neill:07828 173057

Safeguarding Lead & Online Safety Lead

Kate Lunn

The welfare and safety of the children is paramount for the school. If you have any questions or queries, please contact Kate.

OFSTED/SIS
Our Dept. of Education School Registration number is: 381/6002. OFSTED may be contacted at: 
Ofsted may be contacted at: 
Piccadilly Gate, Store Street, MANCHESTER, M1 2WD

The School Inspection Service, The Clock Tower, 5 Farleigh Court, Old Weston Road
Flax Bourton, Bristol, BS48 1UR
Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship

We are an Independent School and a member of the Steiner Waldorf Schools Fellowship, which represents Steiner Waldorf Education in the U.K. and Ireland. The Council of the Fellowship consists of representatives from each of the established member schools and is in contact with schools such as ours.

Visitors, students, volunteers and helpers

Visitors are always welcome to visit the School.  Please arrange this with one of the staff.  There is a visitors’ signing in book by the main entrance.  

We welcome Waldorf students who want to visit us for work experience. We also welcome visits from local teachers and educators.

Website

Also, please visit our website- www.caldersteiner.org.uk
Some Recommended Reading

Waldorf Education, by Christopher Clouder and Martyn Rawson (Floris Books)

Adventures in Steiner Education, by Brien Masters (Rudolf Steiner Press)

Living Literacy.  The human foundations of speaking, writing and reading by Michael Rose (Hawthorn Press)
Associated Activities

Anthroposophical Study Group
An Anthroposophical study group meets weekly to study the ideas of Rudolf Steiner. Meetings are on Wednesday evenings at the Steiner Centre, Machpelah Works at 8.00pm.

Contact: Richard Bunzl on 01422 846867
*If you would like further information or explanation about Waldorf education, please ask at the office and we will be happy to provide you with further reading.

Additional Information Attached

*SWSF a distinctive education 10 key points

*SWSF frequently asked questions
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